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Vale centre opening delayed 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

The Vale Health and Wellness Centre will not open as early as planned, forcing the cancellation of several hockey games. 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - It’s 
official — the Vale Health 
and Wellness Centre will 
open its doors to the public 
on Feb. 16. 

But that's much later 
than expected. And there’s 
problems as a result. 

The much-anticipated 
$32-million facility is near¬ 
ing completion and local 
user groups are anxious to 
get inside. 

And while city council 
discussed Monday night 
whether it was possible 
to see the doors open any 
sooner, it seems that dream 
may be out of reach. 

Ward 1 Coun. Bill Steele, 
also president of the Port 
Colborne Minor Hockey 
Association, hoped to see 
at least one of the rinks at 
the facility opened earlier 
in the new year. 


With the delay in the 
centre’s opening, Port 
Colborne Minor Hockey 
will likely have to cancel 
between 26 and 29 games, 
he told his fellow council¬ 
lors. Ice time for January 
is already booked up at 
Westside Arena, as well 
as other area rinks, leav¬ 
ing hockey enthusiasts 
nowhere to strap on their 

Steele questioned 
whether it would be pos¬ 
sible to do a soft opening 
on the centre’s small ice 
pad, allowing for minor 
hockey games to take place 
as scheduled. The teams, 
he said, could access the 
rink and dressing rooms, 
with no one else including 
parents allowed inside. 

The centre’s rinks will 
be operable in January — 
the problem is staffing the 
remainder of the facility, 
said Ron Hanson, the city’s 


director of engineering and 
operations. 

Once the public is invited 
in, even if only into the 
rinks, the accessible wash¬ 
rooms must be made avail¬ 


able and they’re located 
on the centre’s warm side. 
Daily operation of the 
warm side will be managed 
by the YMCA, but not until 
February. 


Opening early would 
have a “substantial impact” 
on city staff, as currently 
there are only enough staff 
members to oversee two 
ice pads, said Harry Hakim, 


Port Colborne’s manager of 
community services. This 
would mean the early clo¬ 
sure of Westside Arena. 

see CANCELLED | Page 2 
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■ HOCKEY STRIKE: Local bars worry about impact 

Drop the puck already, hockey fans say 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE 
— Martin Moskalyk’s glad the 
National Football League still 
has games left in its season, 
but when the Super Bowl is 
over on February 3, he’s wor¬ 
ried about will happen to his 

Moskalyk, who runs The 
City Tavern, said while the 
National Hockey League is 
on strike, customers have still 
been coming in to watch foot¬ 
ball and that’s keeping things 
going on weekends. 

“Our sales are fairly strong 
with football.” 

But during the week, when 
many of those same people 
would be in watching hockey 
games in the Main St. West 
bar, the strike is keeping them 

“It dies down a bit during 
the week. I do believe come 
the new year, if hockey is not 
back, it will affect my busi¬ 
ness ... there’s no doubt in my 
mind," said Moskalyk. 

The seven screens in his 
bar are his entertainment 
and once hockey fans leave, 
it’s hard to draw them back 
through the doors, he added, 
as they find other things to do 
in the meantime. 

During the last strike, 
which went the whole year, 
Moskalyk lost a lot of busi¬ 
ness and hopes history 
doesn't repeat itself. 

“I hope hockey comes back 
before football ends." 

Also hoping hockey comes 
back soon is Rick Cole, gen¬ 
eral manager of Don Cherry’s 
Sports Grill, which has only 
been open since June of this 

“There’s no question the 
strike has hurt us,” said Cole, 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

With four of 23 TV screens behind him, Rick Cole, general manager of Don Cherry's Sports Grill, says there's no question the NHL strike has hurt the bar, which 
has only been open since June of this year. 


adding being in a some¬ 
what out of the way location, 
people may not come to the 
restaurant without the hockey 

Don Cherry’s is located at 
Sugarloaf Harbour Marina, a 


busding location from spring 
to early fall, but quiet during 
late fall and winter. 

"People are not used to the 
fact that we’re open out here.” 

If the NHL season was in 
full force, Cole said with 23 


TVs stationed around the res¬ 
taurant, Don Cherry’s could 
show every game on. 

With no hockey, pro¬ 
motions he had planned 
around the game, like 
having retired NHL players 


come in and sit with fans, or 
specials on during certain 
periods of various games, 

“We have picked up some 
business with Christmas par¬ 
ties, but we’d be doing better 


if the games were on.” 

If the restaurant is to pick 
back up, Cole said the hockey 
season would have to kick in 

"That’s the drop-dead date 
for a 48-game season.” 


■ CANCELLED 

‘Extensive list of deficiences’ 


FROM PAGE 1 

"The main concern of staff 
is the readiness of the facil¬ 
ity,” Hanson said of the Vale 

“We have an extensive list 
of deficiencies that need to 
be completed.” 

The contractor, Hanson 
said, has compiled a 15-page 


list of deficiencies that need 
to be corrected prior to the 
city taking possession. This 
includes a variety of items, 
such as painting and archi¬ 
tectural details, installation of 
proper safety rails and repair 
of stress fractures in the con¬ 
crete floors. 

“Deficiency lists are quite 


common,” he said, adding 
there are "always a number 
of items” to be addressed 
before the contractor leaves 
the project. 

"These are things in the 
contract that are not quite 
complete.” 

In addition, there are con¬ 
cerns over having the public 


needs to be investigated still 


in the building while the 
YMCA and other tenants are 
moving in their equipment, 
Hanson added. 

Steele said the minor 
hockey board has received 
many questions about the 
facility and its opening. He 
was pleased to now have 
answers to provide to the 


some 200 affected families. 

“As much as I’d like to be in 
there today, we need to make 
sure everything is done right,” 
Steele said. 

The delay in completion 
is due in part to changes 
requested and paid for by the 
YMCA to the facility’s warm 


The changes will leave the 
centre "far better than when 
we started,” he said. 

City council voted keep the 
facility doors closed until the 
grand opening on Feb. 16. As 
a result, Westside Arena will 
remain open until Feb. 17. 

maryanne.firth@sunmedia. ca 
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■ HISTORY: Government recognizes Rideau Canal builders 

Canal worthy of designation: Allen 


JOHN LAW 

QMI Agency Niagara 

NIAGARA FALLS - They 
were built at virtually the 
same time. They both con¬ 
tributed mightily to Canada’s 
economy and identity. They 
are both famous tourist 
attractions today. 

So why is the federal gov¬ 
ernment formally recogniz¬ 
ing the workers who built 
Ottawa's Rideau Canal, but 
not the Welland Canal? It 
maybe as simple as someone 
submitting a request first. 

“Any aspect of human his¬ 
tory may be considered,” 
says Natalie Fay, media 
relations officer for Parks 
Canada. “To be considered 
for designation, it must have 
had a nationally significant 
impact on Canadian history 
or must illustrate a nationally 
important aspect of Canadian 
history." 

Federal Environment 
Minister Peter Kent recently 
announced the construc¬ 
tion workers who built the 
Rideau Canal — many of 
them Irish immigrants and 
French Canadian — will be 
recognized by the govern¬ 
ment for the deadly condi¬ 
tions they faced building the 
complex canal. The Rideau 
Canal connects Kingston, at 
the mouth of Lake Ontario, to 
Ottawa, further inland on the 
Ottawa River. During its con¬ 
struction from 1926 to 1932, 
several hundred workers died 
from malaria and accidents. 
Some of the dead remain 
unidentified. 

The recognition will be in 
addition to the canal’s desig¬ 
nation in 1925 as a National 
Historic Site of Canada. 

“The Rideau Canal is one 
of the main reasons Ottawa 
is today the capital of G8 
nation,” said John Baird, min¬ 
ister of Foreign Affairs. “We 
owe those responsible for 
the canal’s construction an 
immense debt of gratitude 
and respect.” 

The Welland Canal, con¬ 
structed between 1825 and 
1833, was designated as a 
National Historic Site of 
Canada in 1929. It con¬ 
nects Lake Ontario and Lake 
Erie and was necessary to 
allow shipping between the 
two Great Lakes — other¬ 
wise impossible because of 
the might waterfalls on the 




MARYANNE FIRTH QMI Agency Niagara file photo 

The John B. Aird heads downbound in the Welland Canal at Port Colborne. The Welland Canal was built about the same time as the Rideau Canal near Ottawa, 
whose 19th-century builders were recently given national historic significance by the federal government. 


kk 

The Welland Canal is of 
great historical 


to us in Niagara but the 
entire country.” 

MP Malcolm Allen 


who added he has already 
written to the Historic Sites 
and Monuments Board of 
Canada to have the Welland 
Canal builders recognized. 

“The Welland Canal is of 
great historical significance, 
not only to us in Niagara but 
the entire country. When you 
think about linking upper 
and lower Canada together... 
you think about the folks that 
built the very first one and the 
labour that would have taken 
at that particular moment in 

“And the whole sense of 
how to make that work — I 
mean, the Welland Canal is 
an absolute technological 

The Rideau Canal and its 
builders will be commemo¬ 
rated with two new plaques 
and accompanying interpre¬ 
tive panels to be installed at 
prominent locations along 
the canal. 
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■ COLUMN: I've been thinking 

The story of the boy from Defiance, Ohio 


FR. DAVID GRAHAM SCOTT 

St Ignatius of Antioch 
Orthodox Church 

Jesus said, “Let the little 
children come to me, and do 
not forbid them; for of such 
is the kingdom of God" (Luke 
18:16). 

I would like to tell you a 
true story from Guideposts 
about a five year old boy 
named Jason Young. His 
parents live in Defiance, 
Oltio. Jason had a rare form 
of leukemia from the age of 
three. He endured blood 
and bone marrow tests and 
months of chemotherapy. 

But in 1983 the doctor told 
his mother Brenda that Jason 
did not have long to live and 
would be more comfortable 
at home. And he went to 



fora sign of distress. And 
her gaze fell on the stuffed 
clown beside him — Big Jon. 
The clown had been with 
Jason tltrough it all. He was 
handmade with felt eyes, 
nose and mouth, perpetually 
smiling. Big Jon went with 
Jason to every appointment, 
and slept with him in every 
hospital bed. Jason ate with 
him, rode his tricycle with 
him in the basket. They were 
inseparable. 

As Brenda was driving 
Jason home, she passed 
his favourite park. She 
remembered that one fall 
day Jason had asked her 
what makes the leaves turn 
colours. She told him that 
in the spring it’s like being 
bom and they are green and 
in the fall they turn beautiful 



watched a woolly caterpillar 
crawling over a leaf. Jason 
never brought up dying 

Two weeks after getting 
home from the hospital that 
last time, Brenda’s sister- 
in-law called to say she was 
bringing her son Mikey over 
to play with Jason. They lived 
two hours away. Brenda 
knew it would be the last time 
the boys saw each other. 

The night before their visit 
Jason said, “Mom, when 
Mikey comes tomorrow. 

I’m going to give him Big 
Jon.” Brenda asked, “Why 
would you want to do that?” 
Jason said, “I don’t need 
him now, but Mikey does. 

He doesn’t have a dad. He 


needs big Jon.” Brenda knew 
that Mikey’s father had been 
killed in a car accident before 



time for Mikey to leave. And 
Jason gave Big Jon one last 
hug and said, “Bye, Big Jon. 
Take care of Mikey. He’ll take 
good care of you too.” Jason 
held out the stuffed clown 
to Mikey, who looked to his 
Mom and then to his aunt 
and finally to Jason. “It’s 
okay,” Jason said, putting Big 
Jon in Mikey’s arms. “I want 
you to have him." 

Brenda could tell that 
Jason was tired, but he was 
positively radiant, as if he’d 
reached the end of a long, 
arduous race. He watched 
his cousin hold Big Jon close 
and nodded. 

It was then that Brenda 
sensed God holding Jason 
in his loving arms and she 


realized that she did not have 
to prepare Jason for what 



‘Bob the Border Guy’ - Retired and telling all 
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■ GREEN ENERGY: Wainfleet hires firm for $8,200 


■ THOMAS 



QMI AGENCY 

A $700-million wind energy project in south Chatham-Kent has received conditional approval 
from the Ontario Ministry of the Environment. 


Tales from the Canadian border 


FROM PAGE C4 

When Bob could find no 
other person in the vehicle, he 
was presented with a burlap 
bag containing a dead crow. 

“She travels with me 
wherever I go.” 

“Hiat's nice, sir. But you 
and your mother will have to 
return to the United States.” 

While still at the Peace 
Bridge and working 
secondary inspection 
Bob encountered a very 
distraught 25-year-old man 
from a small town south of 
Buffalo. He explained that his 
wife had left him and taken 
the kids and he just wanted 
to drive along the Niagara 
River to figure things out. 
While searching the glove 
compartment of his pickup 
truck, Bob learned that the 


driver’s licence was under 
suspension. He also found a 
note, a kind of plan on how 
the young man was going to 
change his life around. 

Verbatim, here is that 
note: 1) Quit drinking for 
kids & health. 2) Get job. 

3) Find house in country. 

4) Get custody of kids. 5) 

Get driver’s licence back. 6) 
Find God, religion. 7) Find 
a nice woman. 8) Exercise 
regularly. 9) Love children 
unconditionally. 10) Get rifle. 
11) Get dog. 

One night at the 
Queenston Bridge, he met 
the legend. Chubby Checker. 

Entertainers entering Canada 
were logged by an Immigration 
Manifest Form which had to 
be reconciled upon exiting 
the country. Bob boarded the 
Chubby Checker Express, a 


doimitory on wheels, crossed 
off all the names of the roadies 
on the manifest 

Hey where’s that Checkers 
guy?” asked Bob. 

"Behind that curtain,” a 
techie replied. 

Pulling aside the curtain 
Bob came face to face with 
Chubby Checker who was 
in his bunk bed doing 
the horizontal twist with 
a woman, not on the list. 
Sorry Chubby, international 
interruptus protocol. 

Congratulations 'Bob 
The Border Gu/ and have a 
wonderful and well-deserved 
retirement. You have served 
your country well in difficult 
and okay, really strange 
situations. You will be fondly 
remembered by all who 
knew and met you. All except 
Chubby Checker. 


Consultant to undertake review 
of turbine farm documents 


MURDOCH'S 

Celebrating 53 Years as Tire & Mechanical Experts 


DAVEJOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

WAINFLEET — The township will use 
a consultant to review Niagara Region 
Wind Corp.'s package for its proposed 
wind farm project in the north end of 
Wainfleet. 

lones Consulting Group Ltd. will carry 
out the work at a cost of $8,200, plus dis¬ 
bursements and HST, aldermen heard 
last week. 

The proposed wind farm would see 
a total of five three-megawatt wind tur¬ 
bines built in Wainfleet, including col¬ 
lector lines to transmit power to a con¬ 
nection point on the hydro grid. 

lones Consulting Group has car¬ 
ried out similar work for the township, 
reviewing the municipal consultation 
package put forward by Wainfleet Wind 
Energy Inc. The municipal consultation 
package covers a range of issues, includ¬ 
ing but not limited to road use, emer¬ 
gency management procedures and 
building permit requirements. 

Aid. David Wyatt questioned the drafts 
reports and requirements listed in the 
report presented by township planner 
Grant Munday. 

"Who determines what reports are 
done?” Wyatt asked. 

Munday said the province has cer¬ 
tain requirements, as outlined by the 
Ministry of Environment, that must be 

Wildlife impact, he added in response 
to another question by Wyatt, was one of 
the requirements when it came to stud¬ 


ies to be conducted. 

“What about health and safety (on 
people)?” Wyatt asked. 

Munday said the province did not ask 
for those kinds of reports. 

“They eliminate health impacts, but 
are worried about birds,” said Wyatt, 
leaving Munday unsure of what to say in 
response. 

Aid. Betty Konc questioned the timing 
of the report and said half of the com¬ 
menting period of 60 days was already 

“Is there enough time for lones to go 
through the material, give us a report 
and submit it?” she asked. 

Munday said lones can’t meet a Feb. 5 
deadline, but Niagara Region Wind Corp. 
is willing to wait for comments from the 
township before it submits its materials 
to the Ministry of Environment. 

“They’re not happy with our response, 
but they do want our comments,” he 
added. 

Mayor April Jeffs asked if Niagara 
Region Wind Corp. would also be paying 
for advertising for a public meeting to be 
held by the township on the proposed 
wind farm. 

Munday said Niagara Region Wind 
Corp. is not required to hold any meet¬ 
ings under the Green Energy Act, 
but the township had to under the 
Planning Act. 

“I can request Niagara Region Wind 
Corp. pay the cost of advertising,” he 

dave.johnson@sunmedia.ca 
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■ SCHOOL BUILDINGS: Declining student numbers put three southern-tier high schools on chopping block 

High hopes, low enrolment 


VICTORIA GRAY 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - 
Marlene Scott went to Port 
Colborne High School. Her 
children went there. And now 
so do her grandchildren. 

She wants future genera¬ 
tions to continue attending 
the Elgin St school, too. 

She doesn’t want to see 
it close, but there’s a strong 
possibility it could as District 
School Board of Niagara offi¬ 
cials struggle to balance the 
operation of aging Lake Erie 
area high school facilities 
with declining enrolment. 

"Hopefully if they see the 
dedication of the community 
it will influence their deci¬ 
sion,” Scott said. 

"If you want something you 
have to work for it and I’m 
willing to work for this.” 

Last Thursday night, the 
school board's accommoda¬ 
tion review committee invited 
the public to tour both Fort 
Erie Secondary School and 
then Port High to see what’s 
at stake. People were also 
encourage to share their 
views about the future of the 

Board superintendent and 


ARC chair Cam Hathaway 
said school boards all over the 
province have experienced a 
large drop in student enrol¬ 
ment over the past decade, 
and it looks like the problem 
is only going to get worse. 

The student population in 
Fort Erie and Port Colborne 
has been declining since 
2007. 

Fort Erie Secondary and 
Port Colborne High can cater 
to more than 1,000 students 
each year, but both are now 
sitting at about 50% capacity. 
Ridgeway-Crystal Beach High 
School — also part of the 
southern-tier three-school 
review — can hold 558 stu¬ 
dents and now has 506. 

The school board predicts 
Fort Erie Secondary and Port 
High will be operating at less 
than 27% capacity by 2022 
and Ridgeway-Crystal Beach 
will sit at about 66%. 

On Nov. 22 about 70 stu¬ 
dents, parents and com¬ 
mittee members toured 
Ridgeway-Crystal Beach and 
on Thursday about 60 parents 
and students toured Fort Erie 
and Port High before examin¬ 
ing in the latter’s gymn more 
than 50 information boards 
displaying statistical and geo¬ 




VICT0RIA GRAY Staff Photo 

Murray Balough, left, Eddie Felertag, Cheryl James and Marlene Scott tour Port Colborne High School to learn about Its 
amenities at an accommodation review committee meeting Thursday night to get information about three southern-tier high 
schools that may close. 


graphical information as well 
as details about each school's 
renovations history. 

“We want members of the 
community to have as much 
information as possible, so 


they can help us determine 
what the best course of action 
is,” Hathaway said. “The 
voice of the community is 
very important and the more 
people know the better their 



fao&ert freeze* m> sreS^Lss 



solutions to the problem will 
be. We hope to take some of 
their views and submit them 
to the board to help them 
make their decision.” 

The ARC committee has 
outlined three possible solu¬ 
tions. The first is to close all 
three schools and build a new 
school one of the locations or 
at a new location. The second 
solution would be to close 
two schools and put all the 
students in one school. 

The third solution is to 
close Ridgeway-Crystal Beach 
and Fort Erie, build a new 
school in Fort Erie and leave 
Port Colborne High School 
for another ARC commit¬ 
tee linking north and south 


Niagara. 

Families from both cities 
understand the schools are 
all about 100 years old and 
could use some work, but 
they are all attached to the 
school in their respective 
communities. 

Jessica Cotton of Fort Erie 
said she knows something 
needs to change and not 
everyone is going to be happy 
with what trustees endorse. 

“I do think every com¬ 
munity should have it’s own 
school because no matter 
where you put a new high 
school someone is going to 
have a long and very danger¬ 
ous drive in the winter,” she 
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■ ROADS: Rail company makes upgrades to O’Reilly’s Rd. 

CP roadwork related to turbine parts 


DAVE JOHNSON 

InPort News Staff 

WAINFLEET 
— Intersection improve¬ 
ments carried out O’Reilly’s 
Rd. and Regional Rd. 27 
didn’t cost the taxpayers 
of Wainfleet, or Niagara, 
township council heard last 

Greg Wusiman, 
Wainfleet’s departing direc¬ 
tor of operations, told coun¬ 
cil that road work was car¬ 
ried out by CP Rail on the 
company's dime, and that it 
exceeds standards for road 


Aid. Richard Dykstra 
raised 
the issue 
and said 
wanted to 
know if the 
township, 

had paid 
for the 

He said 
a resi¬ 
dent had 
asked him about some large 
cranes at the CP Rail yard at 
the south end O'Reilly’s Rd. 


and transport trucks carry¬ 
ing wind turbine parts into 
the sprawling yard. 

Wuisman said CP Rail 
approached the township 
earlier in the year to let it 
know large wind turbine 
parts would be coming into 
the yard and loaded on 
trains bound for locations 
outside Wainfleet. 

“There was a problem 
with the turning radius for 
trucks at the corner ... it is a 
tight comer," said Wusiman. 

The rail company made 
the road improvements and 
paved it to specifications 




TOWNSHIP OF WAINFLEET 


higher than what the town¬ 
ship requires. 

“They improved it for our 

Dykstra also had a ques¬ 
tion about a sign stating the 


area was private property 
and there was no trespass¬ 
ing. He added the sign had 
since disappeared after it 
was reported to him. 

Wuisman was not aware 


of any sign and said the 
road was open to anyone up 
until a gate at the southern 
end. Anything beyond that 
gate was CP Rail property, 
he said. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Road work carried out by CP Rail at the corner of O'Reilly's Rd. and Regional Rd. 27 was done to 
allow large trucks to make the turn. The work was paid for by CP Rail. 


NOTICE 

PUBLIC OPEN HOUSE AND WORKSHOP 

NEW COMPREHENSIVE ZONING BYLAW AND 
SITE PLAN CONTROL GUIDELINES 

Please be advised that Council for the Township of 
Wainfleet will be holding a Public Open House on 
Thursday, January 10, 2013, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m. in 
the Township Municipal Office, Council Chambers, 
31940 Highway #3, Wainfleet. The purpose of this 
Open House is to present the Draft Zoning Bylaw 
and Draft Site Plan Control Guidelines and seek 
public input concerning these documents. Public 
input is a critical component of this project and will 
help shape these critical planning documents and 
overall development regulation in the Township. All 
Wainfleet residents, property owners and other 
stakeholders are invited to attend. The Township of 
Wainfleet has retained Sorenson Gravely Lowes 
Planning Associates Inc. Participants are required 
to R.S.V.P. to Stacey Duncan at 
sduncan@wainfleet.ca .or (905) 899-3463, 

extension 224. Additional information is available at 
www.wainfleet.ca. 




















THURSDAY, DECEMBER 27, 2012 ■ INPORT NEWS 


■ 11 


■ ENERGY PARK: Kleinsmith Rd. entrance to be altered 

Conditions stipulated for Nyon road 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE — 
Though its proposed 
energy park is still tied up 
in Ontario Municipal Board 
hearings, Nyon Oil Inc. has 
put forth a request to city 
council to see a new road 
built to access its lands 
more efficiently from Hwy. 
140. 

Council was asked to con¬ 


sider construction of the 
new access, which would 
include the closure of the 
existing Kleinsmith Rd. 
entrance. It would be built 
north of the Kleinsmith 
Rd. and south of Townline 
Tunnel Rd. 

from city staff to support 
the request was approved, 
but not without a long list 
of terms that Nyon must 
adhere to in order for 


the road access to move 
forward. 

No action must be 
taken by Nyon, other than 
obtaining regional and 
provincial approvals in 
principle at the company’s 
cost, until after the cur¬ 
rent OMB hearings have 
been completed. 

The next hearing is 
scheduled for April. 

It has also been deemed 
that all costs associated 


with the closure of the 
existing Kleinsmith Rd. 
access to Hwy. 140 be borne 
by the company. 

Nyon is also required 
to meet with the affected 
landowners, identify any 
issues that require mitiga¬ 
tion and provide a list of 
proposed solutions to the 
city. 

Nyon must also identify 
mitigation measures that 
will be implemented to 


ensure the only resident of 
Kleinsmith Rd. will not be 
denied ongoing access to 
his home during the con¬ 
struction process. 

Work cannot start with¬ 
out the city approving a 
schedule of start and finish 

The city has also reserved 
the right to require a contri¬ 
bution from Nyon for ongo¬ 
ing maintenance of the new 
access for wear expected 


from heavy vehicle traffic 
coming to and from the 
energy park. 

Ward 4 Coun. Barbara 
Butters put forth an amend¬ 
ment to the recommenda¬ 
tion, which was approved, 
that asked that city staff 
also meet with affected 
landowners to ensure their 
concerns are addressed. 

maryanne.flrth@sunmedia.ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 


■ HEALTH CARE: Interest in exploring cross-border partnership 

SNHCC to set priorities in new year 


MARYANNE FIRTH 

InPort News Staff 

WAINFLEET - South Niagara 
Health Care Corp. is getting ready to 
spring into action. 

The group held a meeting last 
week at Wainfleet Arena to continue 
toward effectively improving health¬ 
care services in south Niagara. 

People in attendance, including 
representatives from each of the 
region's southern municipalities, 
reviewed the corporation’s strate¬ 
gic plan, established in June, and 
worked to attach actions to each 
issue or gap in servicing that had 
previously been identified. 

For instance, the group plans to 
address duplication of services and 
promote resource sharing by creat¬ 


ing an inventory of health-care ser¬ 
vices in the southern-tier communi¬ 
ties. The inventory will be accessible 
through a web-based portal and 
include both primary and ancillary 
health-care services, as well as spe¬ 
cialized programming such as fall 
prevention and mental health and 
addictions services. 

Also under the microscope are 
ways to educate the public about 
the "changing venues of health care" 
that now include facilities such as 
urgent and ambulatory care centres, 
Port Colborne Mayor and SNHCC 
chair Vance Badawey said Friday. 

A separate working group must 
be created to deal exclusively with 
communication of information that 
is critical to current health issues in 
the participating communities, he 


Several actions were also created 
in relation to the implementation of 
appropriate critical care pathways 
in the area, Badawey said. This has 
been a main focus for group since 
its inception. 

Three recommendations were 
passed by the board and will be 
sent to the respective councils of 
Niagara’s southern municipalities 
for review. 

The first will see that the next 
SNHCC meeting, expected to take 
place some time in January, will 
focus on the prioritization of the 
recently-set actions. 

This will allow the group to focus 
on “knocking each action off the list 
one by one,” Badawey said. 

As the actions are prioritized, pro¬ 


posed time lines for each will be put 
in place, he added. 

The second recommends that the 
tripartite committee, established 
to review Niagara Health System’s 
hospital improvement plan, be re¬ 
established and continue on with its 
mandate. 

The third asks that the Hamilton 
Niagara Haldimand Brant Local 
Health Integration Network and 
CritiCall Ontario work toward a col¬ 
laboration with the Kaleida Health 
hospital system in Buffalo to see a 
cross-border partnership initiated 
to allow access to critical medical 
services not available locally. 

During Wednesday’s meeting, 
the board also reviewed the City of 
Welland’s petition. The document 
asks that the provincial govern¬ 


ment retain services at Welland 
and Niagara Falls hospitals, and 
for a new south Niagara hospital to 
be constructed in a more central 
Welland location, rather than the 
recommended Niagara Falls site. 

South Niagara Health Care 
Corp. supports Welland’s request 
to maintain existing services until 
the new hospital has built, but has 
not included in its endorsement the 
section regarding construction. 

"That’s because we’re not there 
yet," Badawey said, adding gaps 
in information need to be filled 
before a decision on the best loca¬ 
tion for the proposed hospital can 
be made. 

maryanne.firih@sunmedia. ca 
Twitter: @mfirthTribune 



Look no further to get professional 

- Remodeling the Niagara Region for the past decade 

- Dedicated to providing the finest quality of service and 
materials for your dollar 

- Written warranties 

Always a fast, friendly and FREE 

"Don't settle on part time service" 

Ph: 905-894-8599 
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TF on service 


SERVICE | UPGRADES | REPAIRS | USED COMPUTER SYSTEMS 


250 Kent St. Port Colborne 

905 - 834-6333 


graham@scccomputers.com 
www.scccomputers.com ^ 


E 

PortCares . 


Employment Services 

Full Service Employment Centre for Job Seekers 

* Explore Career and Training Options 

* Employer / Hiring Supports and Incentives 

905 - 834-3629 

www.portcares.on.ca 


Own a business? 

Don’t underestimate the power of looking great. 
Your business depends on it. 

ESmESEET G E N E R A T I 

905-324-2141 



Now open! 

X Fitness Private Personal 

X Training And Bootcamp Studio. 

Flexible Times And Rates To Suit Your Needs 
FITNESS Training Includes TRX, 

BPT CAMP T ^ e Hottest Trend In Fitness Right Now. 

Call 905-329-1570 


OCCUPY THIS SPACE 

For Only $20°° 

Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.458 



TEMPERATURES 
' ARE FALLING! 

C l CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE I 
ON FURNACE & 

I AIR CONDITIONING PACKAGES I 

WE SERVICE ALL MAKES & MODELS!^ 


BOB REID 


905-892-7787 


J. SNEEK plumbing 

FREE ESTIMATES * GREAT SERVICE * GREAT RATES 

Call John Sneek 

HOME: 905-834-2135 • BUSINESS: 905-964-2518 


OCCUPY THIS SPACE 

For Only $20°° 

Per Week 
Based on 13 Weeks 


Call 905-732-2414 x.458 
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■ COMMUNITY: Melina’s fundraisers help to put toys under trees 

Restaurant rallies for Sally Ann 


DAVE JOHNSON 
InPort News Staff 

PORT COLBORNE - 
Customers at Melina’s 
Family Restaurant were 
very generous during 
three fundraisers this fall, 
helping the Port Colborne 
restaurant raise close to 
$3,000. 

Those funds were put 
towards buying all kinds 
of toys that were to be 
donated to the Salvation 
Army for its annual toy 
drive, which is held across 
Canada. 

Restaurant owner Melina 
Popovich said it’s the third 


year her business, which 
has been at 115 Main St. 
West for the past five years, 
has held the fundraiser. 

“This is the biggest so 
far.” 

She and employee Lori 
Shiver said the restaurant’s 
customers are very loyal 
and very giving. Part of the 
front section of Melina’s 
was crammed full of toys in 
front of a Christmas tree. 

Shiver said the first fund¬ 
raiser was held in August 
and it was rummage/ 
garage sale which managed 
to raise $600. 

The second fundraiser 
was a bake sale held on 


Thanksgiving weekend. 

"Customers donated 
their own baked goods and 
we raised $1,100," she said. 

The last fundraiser was 
a silent auction held about 
a month ago in the back 
of the restaurant. Shiver 
said 26 Port Colborne busi¬ 
nesses donated items for 
the event. 

“We raised $1,000 from 
that.” 

In addition to supporting 
the fundraisers, customers 
brought in toys, cash and 
$140 worth of Canadian 
Tire money. 

“We’ll be doing this again 
next year,” said Popovich. 



DAVE JOHNSON Staff Photo 

Melina's Family Restaurant's Lori Shiver, left, and owner Melina Popovich hold some of the 
toys the Port Colborne restaurant donated to Salvation Army's annual toy drive. The two said 
restaurant customers were very generous during three fundraisers held this year. 



Zhwtijenr. 


Paint • Peinture 


BEAUTI-TONE SIGNATURE SERIES 
3.64 L WHITE BASE VELVET 
FINISH INTERIOR LATEX PAINT 


BEAUTI-TONE SIGNATURE SERIES 
3.64 L WHITE BASE EGGSHELL 
FINISH INTERIOR LATEX PAINT 
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classifiedextra.ca 


Canada’s largest and most trusted 
print and online classifieds network 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Phone: 1-866-541-6757 Fax: 1-866-485-8461 

Online: inportnews.classifiedextra.ca Email: placeit@classifiedextra.ca 



QeJLourt'ion! 


?!vM nd 



Call 1-905-735-5748 

KINGS MANOR 


WELLAND 2 BDRM 





SA1EA THEE! 
Please 
Recycle 
Your Paper! 
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classifiedextra.ca 


All over Ontario! 
1 - 866 - 541-6757 
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LAMPMM’Sl a^b O V 

ComfortStudio 

BOXING WEEK BLOWOUT! 


Starts Dec. 26 th Ends Dec. 31 st . 
OPEN BOXING DAY NOON TO 4 PM 



Beautiful Canadian made 
solid hardwood pedestal 
table and 6 upholstered 
chairs. 


Unique triangular solid 
granite bistro table and 6 
stools. 

Reg $ 6999 


l*1999 




Genuine 
La-Z-Boy, 

— igenuine leather 
t i I reclining loveseat 


lii 599 



La-z-boy Devon 
chaise sectional 
with recliner 
(Dijon colour) 
prgr - Reg *2999 

Sj§Z399 

Various tv 
entertainment 
m centres, 

A some with 
Jyl fireplaces 




Canadian made 
entertainment centre/ 
fireplace with TV lift 
feature! 

Reg. $ 2499 


Solid birch, Canadian 
made table (over 10 Ft. 
long!) with 10 chairs & 
2 lazy Susan’s 


La-z-boy Clark 
reclining sofa 
& loveseat 


fALE*i1599 

Solid hardwood corner 
cabinets, 8 available 
Reg $ 2249 


INCREDIBLE 

SALETCRICE *399 EA! 


728 Canboro Rd., Fenwick, Ontario 
905-892-4701 • 1-800-892-4702 

Christmas Hours - Mon. Dec. 24 - 9am-3pm 

• Tues. Dec. 25 - Closed for Christmas • Wed. Dec. 26 - 12pm-3pm 
Boxing day • Thur. Dec. 27 - 10am-4pm • Fri. Dec. 28 - 10am-6pm 

• Sat. Dec. 29 - 10am- 4pm • Sun. Dec. 30 - 12pm-4pm 

• Mon. Dec. 31 - 10am-3pm • Tues. Jan. 1 - Closed 



























